
Reflection for Holy Week Wednesday 

Matthew 26:14-25 

Today is traditionally known as “Spy Wednesday,” and was called by early Christians as “the 

day of betrayal.” Today’s Gospel describes how Judas secretly planned to betray Jesus for 

thirty silver pieces (the price of a slave), and how he was seeking an opportunity to betray 

his master. 

Judas didn’t set out to become a traitor. There must have been a good in him, otherwise 

Jesus would not have chosen him in the first place. 

And it is clear that he wasn’t evil through and through, because when he saw that Jesus had 

been condemn to death, he realized what he had done and regretted it. He threw back the 

money saying, ‘l have sinned in betraying an innocent man.’ 

Judas didn’t suddenly turn against Jesus. His decision to betray him was not a spur-of-the 

moment thing. There had been a gradual slipping, a gradual dimming of the light, a gradual 

loss of faith.  

Judas teaches us a lesson. Dark evil sleeps in us all. The dimming of the light begins with a 

step which may appear to be of no seeming consequence. 

Judas was not the only one who betrayed Jesus. Peter denied Jesus and the rest of the 

apostles ran away when they came to arrest Jesus. 

Come to think of it, we betray Jesus too. We betray Jesus when we stay silent in the face of 

falsehood. We betray Jesus when profess the Christian faith only with our mouth and not 

with our life style. We betray Jesus when we fail to love our brothers and sisters. We 

betrayed Jesus when refuse to care for the sick. We betray Jesus when we refuse to forgive. 

We betray Jesus when we have a selfish focus, when we refuse to reach out to the needy. 

We betray Jesus when take things for granted and fail to say ‘’thank you’’. 

Evil depresses us. Good, on the other hand, inspires us. On that night of trial, the behaviour 

of the apostles shows us the two sides of human nature – the capacity for betrayal, and the 

capacity for fidelity. 

These two sides, these two potentialities, are within each of us. Each of us can be weak and 

selfish. But then each of us is capable of being strong, brave, and generous. We are a 

mixture of light and darkness. We have to work hard to ensure that the light triumph over 

the darkness. But in the end, only the grace of God can guarantee this. 

When we experienced mistreated or betrayal, retaliation is not the answer. Retaliation only 

adds darkness to darkness.  

Jesus shows us a better way. When he was mistreated he did not retaliate. He didn’t lash 

out at Judas, Peter and the rest of the apostles. Instead, he loved him to the end. 

Jesus challenges us to respond to darkness with light, to respond to hate with love, to 

respond to selfishness with goodness. 



God brought good out of the evil of betrayal and the many other evils that Jesus endured in 

the last week of his life. God can also bring good out of the painful experiences that come 

our way.   
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